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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report provides details of planned scrutiny work by the Transport Committee and the schedule 

of Committee meetings for the remainder of the 2018/19 Assembly year.  

 
 
2. Recommendations 
 

2.1 That the Committee agrees to hold a meeting on 25 April 2019, to be used to hold a 

question and answer session with the Commissioner of Transport for London. 

 

2.2 That the Committee agrees its work programme for the remainder of the 

2018/19 Assembly year, as set out in the report. 

 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The Committee receives a report monitoring the progress of its work programme at each meeting.  

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 The following is a list of topics that the Committee is aiming to explore in this Assembly year: 

 River services; 

 National Rail; 

 Taxi and private hire services; 

 Freight; 

 Healthy streets; and 

 The Night Tube. 

4.2 The exact scope and timings for work on any of these other possible topics will be determined in due 

course and more detailed work programme reports submitted to future meetings. The Committee 

seeks to maintain flexibility in its work programme to take account of any relevant developments 

when scheduling its work and has a rolling work programme so work on any topics may continue 



        

beyond each Assembly year.  

 

National Rail 

4.3 The Committee is conducting an investigation into London’s National Rail network. Discussions at 

Committee meetings, a site visit and informal roundtable meeting have been undertaken.  A report, 

Broken Rails – A strategic review of London’s rail network, was published on 27 November 2018. 

 

4.4 The Committee held an urgent discussion on 25 June 2018, on the disruptions affecting rail 

passengers using services run by Govia Thameslink Railway since a new timetable was introduced in 

May 2018. A letter was sent to the Secretary of State for Transport following the meeting.  

 

4.5 Responses to the Committee’s report were received from TfL (and that response is attached at 

Appendix 1) and National Rail (Appendix 2). 

 

Night Tube 

4.6 TfL launched the Night Tube service around two years ago, progressively extending the service to 

additional lines. The Committee used its meeting in September 2018 to consider any challenges the 

service may face such as passenger usage, finances, anti-social behaviour and noise complaints. 

 

Taxi and Private hire 

4.7 The Committee has agreed to investigate taxi and private hire services, following up its 2014 report 

and subsequent scrutiny. The October and November 2018 Committee meetings were used to 

discuss this topic. A site visit to view an enforcement operation and further informal meetings have 

been undertaken. On 3 December 2018, the Committee convened a “Dragon’s Den” meeting with 

representatives of the taxi and private hire trades. A summary note of the event is attached at 

Appendix 3. 

 

Healthy Streets 

4.8 The Mayor has made the delivery of Healthy Streets a key priority of his Transport Strategy. Two 

new action plans on walking and road safety have been published in support of this. The Committee 

discussed this topic at its 5 December 2018 meeting and has conducted site visits to Hackney and 

Ealing. Findings from this work are being considered. 

 

Cycling infrastructure 

4.9 In 2017/18 the Transport Committee published a report on London’s cycling infrastructure. The 

report called for the Mayor to produce more detailed delivery plans for his planned cycling 

investment. The Mayor and TfL have now responded to the report.  

 

Bus consultations 

4.10 London Service Permits are licences granted to bus or coach services operating in London but not on 

the TfL network. As recommended in the Committee’s 2017/18 Future Transport report, TfL is 

modifying London Service Permits and is consulting on the changes.  

 

4.11 As recommended in the Committee’s 2017/18 London’s bus network report, TfL has proposed 

changes to bus routes in central London; these changes will also affect suburban services. The 

Committee delegated authority to the Chair, in consultation with party Group Lead Members, to 

agree a response to the consultation.  



        

 

 

 

Elizabeth Line 

4.12 On 31 August 2018, Crossrail Ltd announced that it was delaying the opening of the central section 

of the Elizabeth line, which had been scheduled for December 2018. The Committee has monitored 

the delivery of the Elizabeth line in recent years via meetings and site visits (see below). The 

Committee spoke to the Deputy Mayor for Transport, and senior representatives of TfL and Cross 

Rail Limited at its meeting in September 2018. The Committee summonsed the Mayor of London, 

Sadiq Khan, and the Commissioner of TfL, Mike Brown, MVO, to a meeting on 21 December 2018. 

The Committee used its meeting on 9 January for a further discussion of progress with the project. 

In addition, the Committee has written a number of times to the Mayor about its findings.  

 

4.13 The Committee is using today’s meeting for a discussion on the Elizabeth Line, investigating causes 

of the delay and considering systems of governance and communication in place. Further 

information is provided under another item on this agenda. Findings from this work are being 

considered. 

 

Freight 

4.14 The Committee investigated freight in London, considering ways in which the Mayor and TfL may 

reduce the impact of freight traffic and move toward more sustainable ways of transporting goods in 

London. A letter to the Mayor and TfL was released on 28 February 2019.   

 

TfL Commissioner 

4.15 The Committee had originally planned to meet the TfL Commissioner on 5 March 2019 but has now 

been asked to use that meeting for a discussion on Crossrail, and to meet with the Commissioner at 

a specially arranged meeting on 25 April 2019.  

 

Responses to recent Transport Committee work  

4.16 The table below provides details of any responses due from the Mayor, TfL and/or others to 

Committee work.  

 

 

 

 

 

London TravelWatch 

4.17 The Greater London Authority Act 1999 establishes London TravelWatch as an arms-length body of 

the London Assembly. London TravelWatch provides regular reports to the Transport Committee. 

The Assembly’s responsibility for discharging functions and responsibilities in respect of London 

TravelWatch has been delegated by the Assembly to the Transport Committee.  This includes 

appointing the Chair and members of London TravelWatch (in consultation with the Department for 

Transport). 

  

 

 

 

Transport Committee work Details of responses due 

Letter on healthy streets A response from the Mayor is expected at the 

beginning of April. 



        

Heathrow Airport 

4.18 A number of London Assembly committees have a remit to consider the implications of the proposal 

to expand Heathrow Airport, which is opposed by the Assembly. The Transport Committee scrutiny 

focuses on surface transport access to Heathrow. In 2018/19 the Committee considered freight 

movements to and from Heathrow Airport as part of its work on freight. 
 
Schedule of meetings 

4.19 The schedule of the remaining Transport Committee meetings for 2018/19 is set out below with 

details of the main prospective topics identified to date: 

 25 April 2019 – Meeting with TfL Commissioner. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 

 
6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

List of appendices to this report:  

Appendix 1 – Response from TfL to the Committee’s report, Broken Rails 

Appendix 2 – Response from National Rail to the Committee’s report, Broken Rails 

Appendix 3 – Summary note of the Dragon’s Den with taxi and private hire trades 

 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None 

 

Contact Officer: Daniella Dávila Aquije, Scrutiny Manager 

Telephone: 020 7983 4000 

Email: scrutiny@london.gov.uk 
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